RATIONING 
THE TRUTH 


BOUT December 5 we happened 

to hear Lord Haw-Haw on the 

wireless. His theme was that 
to talk, as the British Government 
talked, of a British blockade of Ger- 
many was idle; the reality was that 
Germany was blockading Britain. And 
he went on to claim that on December 
2, 160,000 tons of shipping from an 
Atlantic convoy had been sunk; and 
on December 4, a further 36,000 tons, 
making 196,000 tons in all. 


cover what truth there was in this 
claim, and to ascertain, if we could, 
what relation the German announce- 
ment on this most vital matter bore 
to the fact. So we jotted down the 
tigures in a note-book and awaited the 
official announcement from _ the 
Admiralty for the week beginning 
December 1. It appeared in the press 
of December 18, which said that 
101,190 tons of mercantile shipping 
were lost by enemy action, and men- 
tioned that the Germans claimed to 
have sunk 242,947 tons during the 
week. No doubt the Germans did make 
this claim, and if we had gone on 
listening to Lord Haw-Haw we should 
have heard it made. A little of Lord 
Haw-Haw goes a long way—above all, 
in these days—and we did not per- 
severe with him. 


Su far, so good. Not that the ad- 
mitted loss of 101,190 tons was not 
uxtremely serious: it undoubtedly was. 
Still, it seemed that the Germans had 
multiplied the loss by 24. But as we 
read on in the Admiralty announce- 
ment we found a brief final paragraph 
to the effect that the figures for the 
previous week had now been amended 
from 56,229 tons to 81,657 tons. The 
announcement of that previous week 
had been accompanied by press head- 
lines: “Shipping losses down by half,” 
for the amended figures of the week 
before that were 92,841 tons. 


It is obvious that by this method of 
publishing figures of shipping losses, 


4 false impression is being conveyed | 
The shipping | 


to the public mind. } 
losses were not “down by half” in the 
week ending December 1. But instead 
of this impression being corrected, 
there is an unemphasized and unre- 
marked inerease of the figures by 
30,000 tons. In order to make the 
correct impression, that 30,000 tons 
should have been added to the 101,000 
tons of the week ending December 
3, or it should have been stated, just 
is plainly as it was stated that the 
losses of the week ending December 1 
were “below the average,” that that 
optimistic statement had proved, un- 
fortunately, to be untrue. 

This juggling with figures produces 
1 most unpleasant impression. It is 
like cooking 2 balance-sheet; and it 
will have the same disastrous conse- 
quences in the Jong run. Shipping 
logses cannot finally be concealed by 
judicious stage-management. If they 
continue at the present rate for much 
longer the flow of vital commodities to 
these islands will be crucially dimin- 
ished. The people will know and feel 
what has happened; and the shock of 
disillusion will be so great that un- 
toward things may happen. 

It is _essentia) that a democraey ijn peril 
should be, told the whole truth, and the evi- 
dence~ is that the whole truth is not being 
told to the democracy of Britain on the matter 
which is the most vital of all. Victories in 
Albania, victoriea in Egypt, are merely super- 
ficial compared to the steady attrition of our 
lifeline. We cannot but think that if the 
true sjtuation was brought home to the people 
af the country, and they were made aware in 
how desperate u gamble their lives are now 
heing engaged, there would be a great move- 
ment of opinion in sunport of so reasonable a 
policy as that of the Parliamentary Labour 


Party’s, Peace Aims Group, whose proposals 
{ 


we publish on page 4. 
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he Blind Lead 


the Blind‘? 


Tus war has not gone well with us, nor, 
apart from wishful thinking, does there seem any reason why it | 
should go better in the future than it has done in the past. 


Ridding our minds of the dope of the news- 
papers, of the wireless, and of political speakers, let us consider 
the situation carefully and face facts. 


| s 9% 
We think of the people of enemy countries | Kdited by ‘Observer 
as a lot of silly sheep oppressed by rules and regulations, deceived | 
Naturally, we were anxious to dis- | by propaganda, and never allowed to know the truth. Perhaps we 
are not so different from them as we like to imagine; anyhow, if 
we are, it is time we used our heads. 


Wwuy has the war not gone well 

/ ¥* with us? Some may say that our 

military strategy has been at fault; 

others that our allies have let us down; 

but the best reason was given by Christ 

long ago—“ If the blind lead the blind, 
both shall fall into the ditch.” 


We have put our trust in blind 
guides; that is the real trouble; and 
when any of the original blind guides 
have proved disappointing, instead of 
replacing them by wise men with an 
entirely different outlook and different 
methods, we have been content with 
other blind guides as bad as, or worse 
than, the first. 


The fact is that most of us have 
thought that we knew better than God, 
which is a silly thing to do because 
God is usually right! God has told us 
that evil can only be overcome by wise 
friendliness and by good, but we and 
our statesmen have decided that it can 
be overcome by war. Most of the 
parsons think the same; that is why 

| the nominal Chureh is proving as big 
| & failure in this war as it did in the 
last, 


But war isn’t wise friendliness, and 
' it certainly isn’t good! It is a mug’s 
' game because it injures the innocent, 
or mainly innocent, while the guilty— 
| those who have been most responsible 
for the trouble—escape. They escaped 
.in the last war and even now, when 
air-raids have brought the front line 
'nearer home, they usually seem able 
to keep a whole skin. 


RIGHT WILL WIN 


We are told that we are bound to 
win because we are fighting for the 
right. The Germans are being told the 

; Same thing, and they believe it as sin- 
cerely as we do. 


Certainly right will be. victorious 
somehow, some day—but you cannot 
| fight for the right; you can only work 
| for it. Work means construction; war 
‘means destruction; therefore the 
| sooner we can stop fighting and start 
; working the better for everyone. 


Neither need we be afraid, for there 
are three reasons why we should feel 
confidence in doing this: The first is 
that when we stop fighting and start 
working we shall really be putting our- 
selves on God’s side, and, by using his 
methods and not the Devil's, we shall 
be. qualifying ourselves to receive his 
help; and then we shall be bound to 
win, provided of course that our spirit 
and methods are right. 


The second reason is that we can 
rely on the fundamental decency of 


| A MEMORABLE WEEK 
JA 


CHRISTMAS gift, indeed! The high- 
est weekly addition to the Fighting 


Fund sinee it began: £94 12s. 7d., making 
the total £1139 7s. 9d! 


You have done 

what I asked you to do—taken us beyond 

|| the £1,000 mark with a rush; and I can 

do no more than say “Thank you,.”' and 

| pledge myself again to do my utmost to 

make Peace News worthy of your devo- 
tion.—The Editor. 


the average citizen of every country. 
Get to know him if you can; treat him 
justly; go out of your way to help 
him, or make your Government go out 
of its way to help his country, and he 
will trouble neither you nor your 
friends. 


It is only when he is a stranger to 
you and when you or your Govern- 
ment have been too lazy or too selfish 
to bother about him and his needs and 


difficulties that foolish or {ll-disposed ; pyt 


persons can succeed in making trouble 
between him and you. 


SICK OF WAR 


The third reason why we can feel! 
confidence about taking sensible and 
constructive. action..with. tha view. of! 
bringing the war to an end is that| 
the people of all countries are by now 
sick of war and have had a lesson | 
they will never forget. 


If we offer the citizens of the nations 
against whom we are fighting the! 
terms of a just peace, and treat them 
fairly afterwards; if we invite them to 
join with us and with the people of 
other nations in building a better world 
in place of all this mess and muddle; 
then, when peace returns, we can well 
rely upon them to prevent their leaders | 
from starting any more wars. 


The trouble is that we have let our- 
selves get a regular Hitler-Mussolini 
complex, and the sooner we shake it 
off and return to sanity and give the 
people of other countries a lead in 
shaking off similar complexes, the 
better for all of ys. 


If two madmen can make millions 
of other people behave toward each 
other as we and the Germans and 
Italians are now behaving, then the 
millions must be madder than the two! 
There’s a snag about this “two mad-! 
men" argument as a reason for going 
on with the war. 


THE RIGHT MEN 


| 

The first step, however, is to give| 
our loyalty to those who really deserve 
it. How can we know who are : 


right men to follow? 


In the first place, look at their 
records, and, if they have ever held 
important posts in the State, see what, 
if any, real good they have done. In 
the case of men who have not yet been | 
allowed to occupy positions of respon-! 
sibility, study the suggestions which 
they have made. Do they appear to 
have a sound programme for ridding! 
the world of poverty and war, sin, 
disease, and suffering—something more 
practical than the familiar political! 
clap-trap and the old vague promises 
we have grown so tired of hearing? 

Most important of all, do their char- 
acters, words, and outlook remind us 
at all of Jesus Christ's? If they do, 
give them the chance to guide us. Then 
we may climb out of the ditch. I for 
one, feel we have been in long; 
enough. What about you? 


it 


We have received the above article from a 
contributor who desires to remain anony- 
mous,—Ed 


| Europe. 


Commentary 


Ground for Peace 
Negotiation 


HE danger of the brilliantly suc- 
cessful British attack upon the 
Italian army invading Egypt is 
that it may cause an upsurge of 
shallow popular optimism. On the 
other hand, it may induce a readiness 
in more responsible quarters to ex- 
plore the possibilities of peace. For 
the seriousness of the main German 
attack upon our shipping is not dim- 
inished by our victories over Italy. 
Yet it has to be remembered that 
this attack on British shipping is also 
an attack on the potential of European 
recovery. British shipping is, of 
course, absolutely vital to ourselves; 
it is also very necessary to 
Counting the shipping of 
Norway and Holland in with British, 
nearly 65% of the tonnage through 
the Suez Canal in 1938 was Allied; 
and very nearly 50% of the strictly 
international trade through the 
Pansma Canal. Destruction cof Allied 
shipping to the extent required to 
compel Britain to surrender is there- 
fore practically a sentence of death 


| on the Europe which would remain. 


Assuredly Britain cannot use this 
argument while she maintains the con- 
tinental blockade; but it becomes valid 
the moment she contemplates peace- 
negotiation. 


Victory a Mirage 


IN other words, Germany is engaged 
on just as impossible an enterprise 
as we ourselves. 

If Germany defeats Britain by des- 
troying her shipping, she will be 
master of an economically ruined 
Europe which there is no practical 
means of saving:. if Britain defeats 
Germany by the continental blockade, 
precisely the same ‘result will ensue. 
In the latter case, we may “survive” 
by leaving Europe to starve; in the 
former, Germany may, by the same 
means. Either way, victory will be a 
mirage. And we may be assured that 
the Germans know it. Therefore, I 
believe that the German response to 


a reasonable statement of peace-aims 


by the British Government would be 
surprising. 

But, of course, if the deposition of 
Hitler is made an indispensable con- 
dition, Germany will retort by de- 
manding the dismissal of Mr. 
Churchill, and the insane conflict will 
proceed till both conditions are accom- 
plished. 


The Pope's Influence 


NE interesting result of Musso- 

lini's discomfiture may be antici- 
pated—a strengthening of the _in- 
fluence of the Vatican in Italy. The 
Italian clergy disgraced itself over the 
Abyssinian affair; it went nationalist- 
mad. The blows now being dealt to 


i the Italian dream of African empire 


are likely to have sobered the jingo 
clerics and set the Pope free to take 
a peace-initiative. . 

The wise initiative of Benedict XV 
was rejected in 1917. Then he was 
accused of trying “to save Austria.” 
No doubt he was, among other things. 
And would we not give a great deal 
today if Austria had been saved? 
Perhans—if experience has taught us 
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anything—we may be ready to listen 
if the present Pope tries again. 

This time he will be accused of try- 
ing “to save Italy.’ But our Govern- 
ment might have the sense to realize 
that it is better for everybody that 
Italy should be saved—by the Pose. 


European Tangle 
AN any coherent pattern be made of the 
Cee that Europe now presents to us? 
Before attempting to answer the question, one 
thing must be impressed upon our minds. 
Europe, which is still the hub of the civilized 
world, ia in a condition of such rapid and such 


fundamental change as has no parajlel in 
history. = 
In judging the significance of events, we 


have no principles, whether moral principles 
or rules of thumb, to guide us. Good and 
evil are hopelessly entangled everywhere. Al} 
the familiar yard-sticks of Left and Right are 
irrelevant to this world of relativity; and even 
we pacifists, who have as individuals made the 
choice that we will not wittingly do evil that 
good may came, are so caught in the network 
of social necessity, that we are perforce 
divided beings. 

That acute sense of inward division, should 
make us more imaginatively sympathetic than 
others to the travail of the times. From that 
background we make our conjectures. 


Trends In France 


HAT is happening in France? There 

are, it seems, two main streams of 
political tendency in the country. That re 
presented by Petain, which we may call 
National-Conservative, it corresponds ta what 
Hindenburg represented in defeated Germany. 
To label it simply Fascist and reactionary is 
stupid. It seeks to stand honourably for all 
that is best in the old order, But the old 
order is untenable. 

And just as, in precarious alliance with 
Hindenburg, there were the flerce and demonic 
forces of Hitler's National Socialism, so in 
precarious alliance with Petain are the forces 
of the neo-Socialism of Deat and Doriot. These 
nre the spearhead of the second tendency. 
There is much the same alignment in Spain: 
Franco on one hand, the Phalangista on the 
other. , 

The true generic name for this semi-revo- 
lutionary second tendency in all European 
countries is National Socialism. Almost cer- 
tainly, we are going to get it in this country. 
Mr. Herbert Morrison's recent outburst in the 
House of Commons was a perfect manifesta- 
tion of the National Socialist mentality—the 
more significant because it was completely 
unconscious. 


A Common Process 


T is important to have this clear. What is 
happening in France is going to happen 
here: because every nation is going to be de- 
feated in this war. This is a war in which 
na victory is possible—not even for Germany. 
The moment the fighting stopa this will be 
catastrophically apparent. Europe will have 
nothing to do but to bind un its own ghastly 
wounds, as a whole. 

We are all involved in a common process, 
o common destiny, a common disaster, and a 
common development. Everywhere the same 
precarious alliance of National-Conservative 


and National-Socialist will be found in being - 


today. The ruling-class of Britain would like 
a National-Conservative Europe. If only it 
could replace Mussolini by a Prince of 


Piedmont with Marshal Badoglio and the army 
behind him, or Hitler by a Hohenzollern with 
the Genera! Staff behind him, it would be 
happy and it would make peace tomorrow. 
But this National-Conservative Eurone 
truly impossible. It is an anachronism. 


Property-Right Must Go 


T {8 an anachronism simply because the 

solution of the one basic yrablem of 
Europe—the absorption of the unemplayed 
into nroductive work by other than the fatal 
expedient of war-preparntion—muat cut away 
the existing foundations of National-Conser- 
vatism. 

The large-acale property-right has got to go; 
and when that is gone, verv little af National- 
Conservatizm remains. That does not mean 
that nothing will remain of it. A National- 
Conservatism which could accept the scaling- 
down of the large-scale property-right might 
prove to be the Christian Socialism of the 
future. 

For there is not much hope along the line of 
National Socialism, simply because Nationa} 
Socialism, once its consummation in the pre- 
paration and waging of war is removed, will 
either collapse altogether, or be compelled to 
divert ita war-mechanism to internal uses. 
That would mean a tyranny so unspeakable 
that revolt would be inevitable. 


Prophetic Struggle 


HE problem of National Socialism is to 

change over from the war-preparation 
which {is essential to it. This ia almost im- 
possible in actually belligerent countries. 
Neither we, nor Germany, can really bear to 
look at our post-war problems. Hence the 
significance of France. 

The struggle that ia going on there between 
Nationa!-Conservatism and National-Socialism 
igs prophetic. And the outward occasion of 
the dismissal of Laval is symbolic. Hitler had 
arranged the return of the remains of the 
King of Rome—Napoleon’s saon—to the 
Invalides; and the event was to be commem- 
orated by a great pageant of Buonapartism. 
The hectic story that Petain was to be kid- 
napped may be dismiased as a fantasy. 

The issue which Petain had to decide was 
probably the spiritual one. Would he allow 
himself to he identified with this pageant of 
militariatic National-Socialiam, to which Lava) 
was pressing him—in other worda with the 
new Europe of which Hitler {a the new 
Napoleon? Petain refused. Posaibly, he 
simply shrank from the military collaboration 
involved; possibly some deeper inatinet guided 
him. For there it verily no future in militar- 
istic National Socialism. It is’ merely a 
eatalyst of diabolical power. It destroys the 
old, it cannot build the new. 


Franco-German Collaboration 


LANDIN is no better than Laval, indeed, 
an inferior character. But he may, for 
that very reason, be a better inatrument. His 
associations are with international big husi- 


is 
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ness; and he may be the aptest politician to | 
hand to arrange some measure of that econ- 
omic collaboration between France und Ger- | 
many which is necessary to the new Europe. | 
He will probably not Jast very lang. The 
internal struggle in France wilt continue. | 
What Petain seems to have done is to prevent | 
one false and dangerous solution, which no | 
doubt looked very tempting to the French | 
National Socialists. 


Sovereignty and Industry 
/ 
QioMe of my readers are genuinely puzzled 
by my frequent assertion that certain basic | 
elements in the Germanic ‘‘new order" of 
Europe have come to stay. They rush to the | 
conclusion that I am asserting that the | 
Gestapo is to be a permanent institution, and 
that all the children of Europe for the next 
century or so must march to the Prussian 
goose-step. 

What I mean is what I have said: namely 
that the efficient and peaceful economic organ- 
ization of Europe demands that a great dexl 
of European industry should be organized on 
a trans-national basis, and that the Germans 
are doing this necessary thing. The anony- 
mous writer of an authoritative article in the 
December Fortnightly recognizes this. He 
Points out that there is a natural trans- | 
national concentration of heavy industry on 
the adjoining frontiers of the Ruhr, in Saar, 
N.-E. France, E. Beigium, and Luxembourg; | 
and again in the Silesias. And he goes on to 
say: 

Acute nationalism and competitive in- 
dustrialism have place every obstacle in the: 
way of organizing these industries as ao 
whole. After they have been organized in | 
one economic area under the German occu- 
pation it will be as hopeless to go back to 
the pre-war anarchy as it was to restore | 
all the German princelings after Napoleon. 
Will that assiduous render of Peace News, 

Mr. William Hickey, vlease meditate on that? | 


Eire's Atlantic Ports 


WELL-INFORMED 
Dublin writes to me: 
“Most Irish citizens in the 26 counties are 
quite definitely opposed to having anything to 
do with this war. Only a very small minority 
wish to join Britain in her fight. The vast 
majority are either (a) uninterested, and do 
not believe that the British cause is a good 
cause and do think that the war was avoid- | 
able and should have been avoided, and that 
Britain was the aggressor; or (b) definitely 
anti-British, There are only few  pacifists 
however. 1 
The aggressive attitude of Britain about the 
Ports has turned quite a number of formerly 
pro-British Irish citizens into anti-British. 
They quite rightly hold that the British 
attitude about the Ports is pure Hitlerism (or 
what Britain attributes to Hitler). We do not 
wish to be bombed to bits in a cause that is 
not ours and never can be ours. 
Nine-tentbs of Eire is solidly behind De 
Valera in everything he says about the Ports, 
whatever our domestic differences. I am a 
pacifist, but I know only toa well that any | 
attempt of Britain to seize the Ports will be 
met by a very determined resistance from a 
united Eire. Most Irishmen merely laugh | 
at Britain’s claim to be the crusader of free- 
dom, democracy, and Christianity! We re 
member the Black and Tans—and many other 
things !"" 


correspondent from 
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pagel The ART of HEALING 


The ministry of healing was an essential part of the ministry of Christ. The 
beloved physician, Luke, was a principal fellow-worker In Paul’s loving 
and fearless evangelization of the world. And in modern society more and 
more of the functions that were once fulfilled by the priest are fulfilled by 


the doctor. 


Is not surprising therefore that, at the 
moment when the wheel of history has turned 
full circle ond we wait for a rebirth of 
Christianity, doctors should discover and de- 
clare their spiritual affinity with the peace- 
movement. 


Peace News was lately the reciplent of a mag- 
nificent donation from 2 Sauth African 
doctor; and another, has written the follow- 
Ing remarkable letter to the British Medical 
Journal. It was communicated to us by yet 
another doctor member of the Peace Pledge 
Union—this time a woman. 


Mt 


Our Unused Influence 


7 HILE millions of men and women 
are devoting their utmost courage 


and energy to human destruction, 
those whose activities are normaly op- 
positely directed are reduced to dumb 
acceptance of events. 


Neither before, during, nor after the 
war of 1914-18 did the doctors, teachers, 


| and lawyers who might have helped a 


sick and disillusioned world make any 
attempt at organized effort to avert 
recurrence of that demoralizing and 
wasteful tragedy. Narrowness of out- 
look has been responsible for an omis- 
sion which so surrendered the future 


| to soldiers, politicians, and their half- 


castes. 


Death and misery came to millions, 
not only by wounds but by typhus, in- 
fluenza, starvation, tuberculosis, dysen- 
try, and malaria. Our work was greatly 
concerned, but we had no word to say 
against it all. Faith has been sicken- 
ingly destroyed, and a dul] animal 
acceptance of life has taken the placc 
of more bracing emotions in many 
human hearts. 


Can we do no better? Is there not 
a greater aspect to our work than that 
of disease through the microscope? Are 
obstetricians to be indifferent to the 
major question of population? Are 
surgeons to devote careful thought to 
the individual wounded but remain 
careless to the repeated mass inflic- 
tion of wounds? 

Education and organization have les- 
sened infectious disease and proved 
good servants to tropical medicine. 
Organization and education can alone 


DEMOCRACY 


UR ruling class claims now, 
as it did twenty five years 
ago, that the present war 

is for democracy, and that the 
struggle is to preserve the demo- 
cratic system which we hold in 
this country, in contrast to that 
of our opponents. 


It is true that we, still possess a 
measure of freedom of speech which 
does not obtain in some other lands, 
but if by democracy one means gov- 
ernment by the people, as opposed to 
tyranny or oligarchy, we can claim 
the form perhaps but not the sub- 
stance. Even if we elected our gov- 
ernment, and not merely one of the 
Houses of Parliament, it would still 
be true to say that the present Gov- 
ernment and House of Commons were 
not elected to plunge us into a world 
war, and had no mandate to do so. 


But a still more serious flaw in our 
political system consists in the fact 
that matters of high politics are so 
effectively concealed from us that the 
common people are not in a position 
to judge what should be done or who 
should be empowered to do it. 


“PUBLIC OPINION” 


As it stands, the power lies with 
those who control the instruments of 
propaganda, mainly the press and the 
BBC. And these are largely in the 
hands of the very wealthy who can 
and do manufacture what is called 
“public opinion.” _ Frequently the 
leader-writers in the important news- 
papers do not hesitate to say “ the 
country demands ” or “ the country 
expects ” this or that, when they are 
the ones who expect or demand, and, 
alas, the ordinary citizen, being too 
mentally weak or lazy to exercise a 
critical faculty, accepts these pro- 
nouncements and fondly imagines 
that they are his own opinions—the 
result being that Hitler’s gibe is all 


too true, that we are not democratic 
but plutocratic. : 

Now a state of war greatly increas- 
es the power of the press, that is to 
say of the plutocracy, and enables it 
largely to stifle the inconvenient views 
of the socialist or pacifist, as being 
opposed to “the national effort,” and 
also to hide unpleasant or awkward 
facts which might tend to produce a 
demand for the cessation of hostili- 
ties. Thus, if the intelligent citizen 
desires to weigh the military position 
and estimate the cost in blood and 
tears of the promised victory, the 
ruling class refuses to disclose the 
facts on the never failing pretext that 
it would give valuable information to 
“the enemy.” 

“BLIND-FOLDED GIANT” 


Our democracy then is a blind-fold- 
ed giant at the best, and we are re- 
minded by the brutal sentence upon 
Jawaharlal Nehru that it applies only 
to the white people of the British Em- 
pire, who are the minority. The col- 
oured people are by no means free. 
These facts vitiate the claim of our 
rulers that they are fighting for free- 
dom, and we know that many of them 
not long ago expressed admiration for 
Hitler and Mussolini, and even assist- 
ed them in destroying the democracy 
of Spain. Are we not therefore justi- 
fied in saying that the present war 
means a struggle between rival im- 
perialisms for the exploitation of peo- 
ples in Asia and Africa? 

But to the obsolute pacifist there 
can be no question of support for the 
war, seeing that he totally rejects the 
disastrous policy of doing evil that 
good may come; and herein he differs 
fundamentally from the “conditional” 
pacifist. His method is passive resis- 
tance to tyranny, and it is by this 
means that such liberties as we now 
possess have been won. . 


JOSEPH SOUTHALL 


prevent the wounds of war, and as 
surely as that is true is it within the 
right and proper place of doctors, all 
the world over. to unite in protest 
against war and to do what they can 
to bring about better human under- 
standing through their international 
liaison. 


Generosity and forethought are re- 
quisite to lasting peace. There can be 
no hope in the overemphasis of nation- 
alism which the world today acclaim 
The time will come when the nations 
will have opportunity to make their 
choice again between sécurity based on 
force and a co-operation which must 
be generous. , 


I submit, sir, that we should, as 
doctors, seek to find a larger part to 
play in maintaining the structure of 
peace, and that we should not again 
watch the assembling of the forces of 
death and disease and starvation as if 
it were no concern of ours. War is a 
denial of what the profession of medi- 
cine stands for in all countries. Our 
own is but one of the influences which 
might be mobilized against it. 


GEORGE H. ALABASTER, 
M.D., F.R.C.S., Ed. 


'The letter was warmly supported by two other 
doctors. One, Dr. A. J. Brock, endorsed Dr. 
Alabaster's view “ that the thme has come— 
Indeed is more than overdue—for our profes- 
ston to make some specifie contribution to- 
ward ao selution of the present world crisis,’’ 
und added: 


It is time that the medical profes- 
sion, in its role as guardian of life, 
also turned its attention to the other 
danger that is now looming ahead for 
Europe—namely, that of famine. If 
these problems are left entirely to the 
politicians, then indeed civilization's 
days are numbered. 


This was followed by a letter from Dr. Parkes 
Weber in which he asked whether we in 
Britain were -encournged to follow Dr. 
Alabaster’s example. 


I think, no more now than in the 
last war. Owing to their activities in 
endeavouring to promote a peaceful 
understanding between nations certain 
British citizens have been imprisoned, 
although no evidence against their 
good faith and patriotism could be 
adduced. All those who (whether 
actual “ pacifists ” or not) were against 
the present war are looked on with sus- 
picion and even regarded as “ potential 
traitors” or “ fifth columnists "—a pro- 
ceeding which to my mind is not one 
likely to help win the war, but rather 
the reverse. 


This war, as most others, has much 
to do with jealousy, hatred, and greed, 
and I am sceptical of our profession's 
influence or power to discourage these 
vices. Iam not even quite certain that 
our profession is much more free fram 
such taints than most other profes- 
sions. Surely, however, all learned pro- 
fessions might agree that, as indivi- 
duals who are the greatest enemies 
have to live together in the same world 
without kiling one another, so enemy 
countries might also live without enter- 
ing on a struggle to the death. 


If they did so, some measure of un- 
derstanding might ultimately be 
reached, apart from occasional brutal 
retaliation “to make the other brute 
really feel.” Humans are apparently 
still ahead of other animals in regard 
to the love and fear of retaliation. 
Politics, unless freed from hypocritical 
and lying propaganda and violence, 
will never cure the world, although vio- 
lence may at times constitute a ‘ neces- 
sary evil.” 


These remarkable letters suggest that 
it is time a Doctors’ Guild of Peace 
were formed. 


No-one can deny that Coventry and that 
vast midland area or industrial cities in War- 
wickshire are military objectives in the sense 
that the Ruhr is a military objective... We 
are also estopped to a certain extent in bare 
logie from an argument often employed is 
the press, namely that the effectiveness of 
our barrage bailoon system (e.g. in London) 
keeps the raider at a height which prevents 
the accurate bombing of legitimate objectives. 
In the same breath we convict the Hun of 
deliberately bombing a London hoepital. It 
ia obvious that if the balloon barrage pre- 
vents him from accurately bombing a WLon- 
don power station, it also preventa him from 
‘accurately bombing a hospital—The Spkere, 
Nov. 30, 1940. 


December 27, 1940 
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Weakened by 


Tolerance | 


Christian Pacifism Re-examined. By 
Cecil John Cadoux, D.D. (Blackwell, 
Oxlord), 12s. 6d. 


E owe a great debt of gratitude 
to Dr. C. J. Cadoux for his en- 
lightening studies of the early 


Christian attitude to war, and we, 


rightly pay respect to anything coming 
from his pen. There are many good 
things in this book, and it may well 
prove a medicine for bitter spirits on | 
either side of the controversy. | 


But after reading its eight long and | 
well arranged chapters with my utmost | 
sympathy, I cannot help agreeing with 
a friendly (non-pacifist) reviewer that 
“its sober tolerance weakens the paci- | 
fist case” by making it appear that 
the fateful decision about conscience is 
reached, not by a deeply felt and well- 
grounded intuition, but by “a nice bal- 
ance of judgment” between carefully | 
weighed arguments for and against 
defensive war. 


Moreover, Dr. Cadoux briefly dis- 
misses the case of the absolutist CO, 
saying that the man who refuses to 
accept work of “national importance” 
at Government dictation is “mistaken,” | 
and that the CO ought not to object 
to “becoming a part of the military | 
machine” or to releasing a reluctant 
worker for direct combatant service. 


REGRETTABLE OMISSION 


He praises, not unjustifiably per- 
haps, the pacifist who is even ready to) 
enter the army, in order to nurse | 
wounded soldiers back into the firing 
line; but he has no word of approval | 
for the Christian who feels a divine 
call (as it surely can be) to “prophesy” 
against evil by refusing dictated co- 
operation—as far as is possible consis- 
tently with universal good will— 
with an imperial) Government which is! 
the instrument of organized mass- 
slaughter and its concomitants on the 
greatest scale ever known. 


This omission is the more regret- 
table because of the great importance 
which Dr, Cadoux ataches to the need ' 
for the pacifist to give his tribute to) 
the conscientious soldier and to recog- 
nize the “relative justification of mili- 
tary measures honestly taken for a 
good end,” as in this war. For he is 
“quite sure that it will be much worse 
for the world if Hitler wins the war 
than if the Allies win it.” 


“CORRECT DIAGNOSIS” 


He specifically agrees that “the 
nation’s diagnosis of the situation is 
correct,” ie, that the destestable 
tyranny of the Nazis must be forcibly , 
stopped. 


He appears to have no conception of 
the extent to which every great Power 
has become the slave of profit-making, 
mass-produced, power-driven mach- 
ines and how far more demoralizing, 
ultimately, to the human spirit than 
the simple sword or bayonet is the 
elaborately multiple, standardized 
mechanical monster having its orig- 
bomber, tank, or submarine (each 
ins deeply rooted in the mind and han- | 
diwork of countless human beings) 
and how, almost inevitably, these ! 
creations have become _ the chefs- | 
d’oeuvre of the competitive machine 
age —- whatever allowances we may 
make for the greater brutality and 
ruthlessness incarnated in those na- | 
tions whose lot in past centuries has 
been unpropitious to soul-making. 


A VALUABLE BOOK 


Nevertheless, this volume is a valuable one 
in many ways-—for its wealth of useful quota- 
tions, its review of New Testament teaching, 
tte fair-minded survey of recent political his- | 
tory, and because it marshals with extra- | 
ordinary fullness and fairness the arguments 
which displny the strength and the weakness of 
the various types of pacifist theory. 


in its best form, 
‘test of expedi- 


Yt applies to our creed, 
five main teets, including the 
ency-’" under more than ten heads. and con- 
cludea with the confident assertion that pacifism | 
emerges on the whole satisfactorily from each | 
of the Ove tests or at least that '‘ any non- 
pacifist version of the ethical unity [le on 

_ Garlaian foundations] for which we are seek- | 
ing would be open to attacks ten times more | 
severe and devastating than is pacifism Itself. 
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; food and income. 
| penerally the centre of life, to men 


| cause. 


P.P.U. Women’s Section 


WAR ON THE HOME 


ERY few men really understand 
¥ all the work and thought that goes 
to the making of a home. My father 
was perhaps typical of now past days. 
but his domestic experience was 
limited to the occasional nursing of a 
sick coal-fire, and a kindly reference 
to housemaids as ‘the enemy of man- 
kind” because they might be guilty 
of disturbing some papers. 

But it is inevitably the woman who 
has to cope, and should rejoice to cope, 
with the thousand and one things 
which go to make a smooth-running 
home: constantly recurring little ad- 
justments, constant fight with dirt, 
constant thought of the best use of 
To women, home is 


much more rarely. 

In this war, homes ace pre-eminentlv the 
Sattlefield Eivery day and night more homes 
are smashed, more precious possessions turned 
into tragic memories. And in this fate 
women all cver Europe must be sharing, even 
if nowhere so intensively bombed aa in England. 

But many, as we know, are just being 
moved like pawns, from one part of the dicta- 
tors' domains to another. For all respect 
for personality, possessions and preference is 
outside warmakers' thoughts. 


WAR AGAINST WOMEN 


As never before, therefore, this war 
is directed against women, and they 
have a right and a duty to make 
known their opinion about it. Not 
that that is an easy matter nowadays. 


| With a General Election postponed sine 


die, those who made the war sit tight 
in their saddles, and it is hard to 
make them listen. 

The newspapers and the wireless re- 
joice to tell us how England can 
“take’ any horror and misery. What 
does that mean beyond the fact that 
there is no escape from dire suffering? 
Does it mean that women think it any- 
thing but the most criminal folly, this 


GROUP N 


The Seventh Wave 


REMEMBER being told as a child 

when watching the waves break- 

ing on the shore that every 
seventh wave was a big one and 
carried the tide farther up the beach. 
More recently, when my own boys 
were learning surf bathing on the 
Jersey coast, I passed on to them 
what may be merely an old sailor’s 
yarn by saying, “Wait for the seventh 
wave, it will be a big one.” 

Perhaps it has something to do with the 
magic of numbers. There are those who will 
tell you that the number seven has all sorta of 
magical powers and they believe in the acience 
of numerology. 

Be all this as it may, I am aware of a 
quiet, insistent voice telling me that in the 
near future there is going to be a wave of 
publie feeling much bigger than those we 
have been experiencing lately, which will 


| carry us farther up the beach to safety if 


only we get ready to take advantage of the 
strength that lies behind it. “There is a tide 
in the affairs of men, which, taken at the 
flood, leads on to fortune.” 


This may or may not turn out to be the 
“seventh wave,” but unlesa we do take advan- 
tage of it we can equally wel] be amashed to 
pieces within sight of success. In any case, 
there is a rising tide of human longing for 
Peace and I am not content to float lazily on it. 

do most earnestly press for our best 
“swimmers” ta dare the cross-currents and 
undertow and ta help us to make contact with 
solid land. Every ounce of courage will be 
needed in the struggle that lies ahead, and 
much will depend on the clarity of our vision. 

But the wisdom of Dick Sheppard ifs still 
ours to call on. He saw that, by the linking 
up of individuala into small groups, thia chain 


| of human fellowship would stand us in good 


stead at the time of our greatest trial. Within 
the pacifist group lies the strength of our 
From it will came the seeds for the 
future race of free and peaceful men and 
women once the violence of the struggle has 
subsided 


1941 will, perhaps, see the triumph once 
more of man’s faith over his environment; an 
environment caused by his own folly. “Turn 
back, O man; forswear thy foolish ways” is 
still our urgent and passionate cry! 


JOHN BARCLAY. 


Literature from “PN” office.—For the con- 
venience of North London PPU members and 
sympathisera there is now a book and litera- 
ture stall at the Peace News office, 8 Black- 
stock Road, Finsbury Park, N.4. All PPU 
publicationa and many other pacifist and pro- 
gressive pamphlets and books are available. 
Orders by post, however, can only be execut- 
ed from 6 Endsleigh Street. although we shal] 

pleased to pass orders on to headquarters 


Stephen Hobhouse if «ites separately from Peace News mat- 


ra. 


By Ruth Fry 


game of “ destroy as destroy can.” with 
no possible good to be attained there- 
by? 

the Society of Friends, of which I am a 
membe:. treats its men and women as equais, 
end excludes women frora no service or duty. 
Great strength has come to it in this way. 
Neither Is whole without the other, and the 
tailings of one are remedied by the other. 

Is it irreverent to notice that we always 
speak of Nature as “She? Is it not a realiz- 
awn that even in the great universe we recog- 
male and female elements, and that 


nize the 
the marvels of organization and exquisite 
arrangement in Nature symbolize to us the 
latter? 


AN URGENT JOB 


So tet us realize what a tremen- 
dous work is urgently needing us; 
nothing less than to rebuild the world, | 
on friendliness instead of hate. And/ 
it must be done, or the complete chaos | 
of the world can be the only result. 


Our first duty is to press for a clear 
statement of the righteous peace that 
we desire, for the whole world to know, 
and then the making of every effort, 
and that most urgently, to find a way) 
to negotiate peace, remembering the 
broken homes all over Europe. Women 
everywhere would help us to save the 
world from the universal destruction 
for which we are now heading. 

One woman has seen the vision 
glorious: 


Then. as I took the road to war, f met 
A Man therein. I could nat help but see 


His face. He sighed ta see me armed, and 
yet 

He spoke no word to me. | 

But I 


Seeing him pass, eyes pitiful, and dim | 

With infinite sorrow, suddenly let them lie 

My tools of death, and turned about and 
followed him. 


('' The Encounter,’' by Barbara Northrop, in 
The Friend, for Dec. 15, 1939.) 


OTES. 


News Of Local 


A e e e 
ctivities 
ECENT news from PPU groups is 
reported below by the. Groups Or- 
ganizer. Acounts of local activities in- 
tended for this column should be sent 
to him at 6, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1, 
and not to the offices of Peace News. 


City of London.—This group has been sadly 
depleted since London became the centre of 
‘“enemy activities." Members, however, still 
meet each Friday in the Vestry of St. Mar- 
garet's, Lothbury, E.C.2, between 1.10 and 2 
o'clock. They come from City warehouses, 
banks, and insurance offices. 


A sound and well-informed group is carrying 
out excellent work quietly and faithfully. 
Several members have been before the tribunals 
and quite a few have paid the price of their 
convictions by the loss of their employment. 
Two or three have joined with pacifist com- 
munities, and others are doing part-time service 
in the much bombed East End. 


If there ara any pacifista in the City who 
ic not already know about the activities of thia 
uroup, they will be very welcome any Friday, 
and should get in touch with Miss Mabel 
Baker, 92, Honeypot Lane, Kingsbury, N.W.9. 


City Postscript.—The Rev. Paul Gliddon has 
been appointed to the charge of St. Andrew's 
Undershaft in Leadenhall Street. 


Ashford (Kent).—This group is still produc- 
ing a bulletin every month, and Number 30 is 
just to hand. It is largely through the Inftta- 
tive and hard work of L. B. Pitt, the secre- 
tary, that such an excellent report of all the 
groups in the East Kent Area is so faithfully 
gathered together each month. Number 30 givés 
report; of Ashford, Canterbury, Cranbrook. 
Faversham, Maidstone, and Ramsgate, and it 
is most encouraging to read of so much local 
activity in such a devastated area. 


Quite apart from meetings of groups, one ot | 


PERSONAL 
PROBLEMS 


PaAaciFISTS find so much plea- 

_ sure in the society of those 
of like views that contacts with 
the war-minded become by con- 
trast ever more difficult. 

One may assume that all pacifists, 
with very few exceptions, pass their 
working and social lives mainly among 
persons who hold views opposite to 
theirs. How to conduct one’s conver- 
sation is no simple matter. We work- 
ers for peace are numerically a tiny 
minority, so that it is quite usual to 
find oneself, either at one’s place of 
employment or in the social circle, 
alone among a number of “war-mon- 
gers.” 

Let us consider first of all business 
contacts. Suppose one meets for the 
first time a small group of people 
who do not know of one’s pacifist 
views. The conversation turns inevit- 
ably to the war; nowadays this gen- 
erally means a few statements culled 
from the press or BBC being repeat- 
ed by one person, followed by a series 
or chorus of yeses and other vaguely 
corroborative remarks. 


Reactions 


The pacifist present challenges what 
has been said and makes a few obser- 
vations on his side. What is the effect 
on the hearers? One of the follow- 
ing reactions: (a) Amazement, as if 
sacrilege had been committed; (b) 
Great indignation and even hostility; 
(c) A general coolness and_ silence; 
(d) A jeering sarcasm; (e) Suspic- 


}ion and distrust. 


Any hopeful or constructive result 
of pacifist propaganda in such circum- 
stances seems almost impossible. In 
business circles where one’s opinions 
are already known one usually meets 
| with refusal to discuss anything con- 
| troversial at all—with equally dis- 
couraging results. 

Now to consider the pacifist’s own 
circle of friends. To speak up in 
answer to every challenge inevitably 
| produces an awkward, strained, and 
unpleasant atmosphere. In other 
words, people who hodl the average 
views on the war consider themselves 
jupstified in stating them at all times 
| but apparently do not admit the right 
| of pacifists to freedom of expressiom 


Frustration 


The alternative line of conduct for 
the pacifist is to hold his peace and 
simply say nothing at all when the 
war is under discussion, Those who 
have tried this will well know the 
terrible feeling it gives one of frus-~ 
tration, and, worse still, of being a 
traitor to one’s cause. 

Many pacifists have had to choose 
between their opinions and_ their 
friends and have chosen the former 
—to their credit. But this is not real- 
'ly what we want. We do not want 
| to cut ourseives off from contacts; we 
'want to disseminate our principles, 
‘reason with people, make ever more 
converts to our great cause. 

It would be most helpful if pacifists 
would, in the columns of Peace News, 
offer suggestions as to methods of ap- 
proach, which of our dozens of rea- 
sons to advance—in fact, the general 
| technique of talking to people “ out- 
side the fold.” This is undoubtedly a 
vital matter for the future of our 
movement, and one which deserves 
the attention of every pacifist. 


MARCELLA M. HORMAN 


Pacifista have provided good reading for 
pacifista this month. In Peace Commentary, 
No. 63 (2d, la Eddyatone Rd., Londonft S.E.4) 
there ia an admirable first-hand account of 
the bombing of East Landon by Alexander 
Miller. The December number of the Adelphd 


the most encouraging new activities which 1 


(9d. The Adelphi Centre, Langham, near 


should lke to put before the concern of other) Colchester) is of first-class quality throughout, 


groups is that they have started a ‘* Pacifiat 
Parliament "' in Ashford. On December 10, 
Mr. Lewis Headley outlined proposals for the 
rebuilding of businesses, factories, and homes 
in the year 1945. By thia method a great deal 
of active thougnt and plenty of fmagination is 
brought to bear on problems present and future. 


Bournemouth.— Although the plan to decen- 
tralize the Bournemouth Central Group appeara 
to have had only paper results, about a dozen 
or fifteen pacifists still meet every Thursday at 
Winton. Early in 1940 the remnant of Enabury 
Park and Moordown threw tn their tot with 
Winton. Actually, tt 1s two groups meeting on 
alternate Thursdays: (1) a pacifist circle, and 
(2) a Christian pacifist devotional group. Meet- 
ings are held at the Rechabite Hall, Kemp 
Road (near Winton Qo-op) at 7.30 on Thurs- 
days. Secretary: J. Caudle, Buckland, Wallls- 
dcwn Road, Bournemouth. 


Giasgow.—Lady Roberton opened a _ success- 
ful bazaar organized by the Glasgow Women’s 
Group, on December 7, to raise money for the 
CO Fund. The Dick Sheppard Centre waa filled 
and many had to wait thelr turn. About £50 
worth of goods, mostly made by members. were 
quickly sold. The Women's Group hopes that 
fm other areas similar groups will be started to 
increase the funda for COs. 


To all London groups. Most of my _ book- 
ings in the new year so far are for weekends. 
If those groups within the greater London 
area could arrange to have group meetings in 
the week (Monday to Thursday) I should be 
glad to make dates. Quite recently I visited 
the Highgate group for a meeting at 7 o'clock, 
and we had a full room, in svite of a ‘“‘warn- 
ing’’ and a moonlight night! 


Circulation Notes 


Where “P.N.” is 
Sold on the 


Streets 
By John W. Cowling 


NE of the indirect ways in which 

Peace News has suttered from 

the wholesale newsagents’ ban 
has been the very great reauction in 
the number of retailers who display 
the paper on their counters or outsiue 
their shops. So we must make the 
best use we can of any other methods 
still open to us of bringing the paper 
and the PPU to the notice of the pub- 
lic. 

This is one of the main reasons for 
the resumption of street-selling to 
which I have referred lately. Here 
is the testimony of some of those who 
are now trying it: 

Holborn. Mrs. Molly Harrison, stressing the 
need for more sellers in London now, writes: 
“IT feel sure it wauld be very productive if 
lots of people would start. I feel so braced 
at results, or rather attitudes, in Holborn that 
I have decided to try to get rid of my surplus 
each week outside Belsize Park tube. Yester- 
day at Holborn one copy was bought by— 
would you believe it?—a Major! 

BETTER FOR WOMEN 
“Most of what hostility is shown comes from 


women and old men. I feel it isn't the 
number who buy that matters su much as 
that people should see one selling. Two people 


came up to me yesterday and wanted to know 
what the PPU had heen doing lately, and wags 
it dend? ete. I’m sure more showing of our- 
selves would impress the public with our con- 
tinued stand. 

“les better for women to sell, I think, for 
two reasons: firstly, if women sell, then it’s 
chiefly men who buy, and I regretfully admit 
that there is far more hope of getting men to 
think reasonably than women! Secondly, the 
first reaction to a young man seller is one 
of emotional hostility--‘Why isn’t he in the 
army ?’—whereas the sight of » woman sell- 
ing ia more jikely to cause the iden to be 
‘chewed over.’ 

“The city at lunch-time and stations in the 
mornings and evenings are particularly fruit- 
ful places, Why not appeal for 100 women in 
London to sel} once a week as a beginning? 
One hates it for the first few months, but I am 
almost enjoying it now... not quite, but 
doubtlesy I shall soon!’ 


GRAND ADVERTISEMENT 


A 
Lincoln. Miss Phyllis Broxholme reports 
that “people are very sympathetic’? xpart 


from one or two looks of disdain, which she 
attributes to “ignorance, becuunse some people 
have not heard of us, even yet! She, too, 
urges street-selling wherever possible-—“‘never 
mind how few we saell, the very fact that we 
are selling at all is « grand advertisement for 
uur _movement.’? 

Kilmarnock. Mrs. Sybil White reports the 
sale of 34 dozen copiex of Peace News and The 
Tribunal between 11.50 a.m. and 1.10 p.m. on 
a recent Saturday. 

Newton Abbot. On the first Saturday on 
which ‘street-selling wis resumed here, E. c, 
Maddax, Devon organizer, sold six copies in 
an hour-and-a-half. By now, 1 believe, there 
are at lenst two sellers. 

3 USEFUL CONTACTS 

High Rarnet. Sales in recent weeks have 
waried from four to x dozen copies, several 
regular customers and other useful contacts 
heing made. (I hope to join these sellera on 
Saturday—and to survive tu. give you my 
report next week !) - 

Nottingham reports “an encouraging degree 
of success” when some younger members re- 
sumed recently; in two neriods 21 copies were 
sold by four sellers---two of them new !o the 
job. More recently three sellers disposed of 
18 conies. 

Oxford. Percy Darby here tuld me the 
other day that he sells about 84 copies a week 
(spread over about eight hours), Thia must 
be a record, and is the result of a regular 
appearance on the street for aver a yenr and 
n half. Tt shows what cam he done by one 
determined pacifist. ee 

-Jt seems that opportunities are not 
restricted to London, though the 
capital. probably offers the most 


favourable pitches. 
that call for a hundred women sellers ? 
I-hope to be snowed under with letters 
from groups which have decided to 


respond! 


Rationing | The Truth 


(Continued from page 1) 


“probebly. the real figures of our shipping : 
explanation” of the’ 
apparent indifference of Germany to the dis- - 


losses .supply the best 


eomfiture of Italy. The discomfiture of Musso- 
lini. may be in the large perspective, not only 


ton embarrassment to Hitler, but rather an ; 
nant While it diminishes the | 
Italian power to obstruct, by excessive claims, | 


ativantage to him. 


the German policy of securing French ‘‘col- 
Imboration,”’ it does not affect the German 
power ‘to. pursue the strategy of striking at 
eur vitala. In such a situation even the die- 
hard needs fo reflect again and again. Nut, we 
repent, the essential requisite of a sane [ 
for a democracy in peril is the truth. Let 
us hope that Parliament, in its now frequent 


secret sessions, is getting more of that well-! 


rationed commodity than the British public 


is permitted to receive. 
. ; 
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A Calendar for the Homes of all N 

a ee _ : 

Workers for Peace. ‘ 

re ohe 

A Striking Peace Appeal Picture with s 

by appropriate quotation. « 

Single copies 6d. post free, or 4s. per eer | 

Write—Tom Taylor. I.L.P.. 48 Dundas 

Street, Glasgow, C.2. Ny 
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So what about 


policy | 


PEACE NEWS 


An Appeal — with Sugyestions we {OF 


PEACE AIMS 


The following appeal has been published by the Peace Aims Group of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party, and is addressed “to the decency and reason 
of all ordinary people, whatever their nationality.” 

The Secretary of the Group is Mr. R. R. Stukes, M.P. 


HE state of Eurove before the war was 

unsatisfactory economically, ethnographie- 
ally, and financially, and therefore, if peace is 
to endure after the vresent conflict is over, it 
requires reconstituting by an assembly of peo- 
ples united in good will and intention. Such 
an assembly cannot be convoked successfully 
after defeat, and it is therefore clear that «a 
peace negotiated befure either side is reduced 
ta pulp must produce a better future than 
one after victory. 


between disputants at any 
period is the principle advocated by the 
Christian teaching-——and therefore this method 
is the only one that men of good will can 
rightly and justly follow. The way of approach 
at this moment is to state the genera) basis of 
our peace aims for al] the world to know: 
and to meet any response that may follow with 
just and generous consideration which forgets 
the ills of the past in a determination to sev 
that matters are put right in the future. 


All men have equal rights to life; this im- 
plies that all men have equal rights to the 
free and unhindered enjoyment of those gifts 
freely given by the Creator and necessary to 


The Pacifist and 
The Tribunal 


To the Editor of Peace News 


A THOUGHT has been struggling 
*™ for expression in my mind for 
some time past. Perhaps if 1 outline 
it briefly some more gifted pen may 


Negotiation 


take it and clothe it with words that | 


pa be more easily understood. It is 
this. 

It is not really we pacifists who are 
being tried by the conscientious ob- 
jectors’ tribunals. It is Christianity 
itself. We are nothing more than 
witnesses called to give evidence as to 
things we have seen. What is requir- 
ed of us is to testify to the fundamen- 
tal principles on which Christianity is 
founded. The real question before dhe 
tribunals is whether it is possible, as 
Christ claimed it to be, for life to be 
governed by love, as in the family, or 
must force still be the final authority? 

It is a question of infinite import- 
ance to living beings everywhere; for 
on the answer hangs the future of the 
world. If the answer is to be in the 
affirmative, then the whole structure 
of society will have to be changed so 
as to harmonize with this new can- 
cept of life. If, on the other hand, it 
is to be in the negative—then either 
Christianity will have to be discarded 
as not for this world, or its basis will 
have to be changed from love to force 
so as to conform to the conditions im- 
posed by the world in which it will 

. have to compete, * 

This, and nothing Jess than this, is 
the question that the Government has 
set the’ tribunals to try and find an 
answer to, and it is a heavy, heavy 
task; tribunals of which we, hampered 

|as we are by the same imperfections 
as the rest of humanity, represent but 
one part. 

What then should be our attitude ?, 
Surely not just that of persons seek- 
|ing exemption for ourselves. We are 
witnesses called to give evidence of 
the things we have seen, as those who 
,sit opposite us have been called to 
| bring into the general consideration 
| how such things affect the life and 
/ order of the world as it is now con- 

stituted, as they have done, onthe 
‘whole, with much sympathy and un- 
derstanding. They are tribunals of 
which we are, in fact, co-members 
_ With those opposite us. 

Surely then our attitude should be 
one of complete co-operation for a 
common purpose, and should be 
‘conducted, remembering our common 
limitations, with deep humility, and in 
a spirit of sympathy and understand- 
ing, one with another. In giving such 
witness, the question of obtaining ex- 
emption should have no place in our 
thoughts or desires.. 

Indeed, we should be able to feel, 
rwhere it has to be refused, that we 
have been put in the place of honour 
by being singled out to be the ones on 
whom: the whole issue hangs, for it is 
not by exemption that the question of 
whether -we are to be ruled by force 
or love—by a perfect God as a Father, 
or by stil] unregenerate men as dic- 
tators—will be finally settled, but by 
the cases where stich exemption has 
not been possible to grant. : 
: G. E. PEET. 

Sideot’ Corner, Winscombe. 


human existence air. sunshine, water, and 
land, together with their fair share of the 
material things produced therefrom. 


ESSENTIAL REFORMS 


_ That this end may be achieved, certain re 
forms are essential; ie. abolition of trade 
barriers; airways and waterways of the world 
to be set free; monetary system to be re 
formed so as to keep pace with world pro- 
ductive capacity, in the realization that under- 
consumption not overproduction has been the 
main evil sa far; and land and rnw materials 
to be rescued from the stranglehold of private 
monopoly, 

Armaments are not in themselves a ‘cause 
of war--they ure a necessary and_ inevitable 
concomitant of an unjust economic system. 
Given economic justice, arms, except for 
police — purposes, would be unnecessary. 
Arrangements must therefore be made for 
progressive disarmament to keep pace with the 
neceptance of the general principles herein 
stated. 


In exchange for these far-renching economic 
refurms, which themselves are more impertant 
than territorial possessions, Germany must 
restore the integrity of Norway. Denmark, 
Holland, Belgium, and France, except that. 
Alsace-Lorraine shall be given a_ plebiscite; 
Potand shall be reconstituted with ethnograph- 
ical frontiers, excluding .Danzig and the 
Corridor; Bohemia and Slovakia, excluding. the 
Sudeten land, shall become independent auton- 
omous States, and Austria shall decide its own 
future. 


All countries shall be guaranteed their poli- 
tical and territorial integrity subject always 
to an undertaking that they wil}l not institute 
tariff walls, snend money on armaments, or 
enter into spiteful treaties. 


BENEFITS AT HOME 


Claims for colonial possessions shall be fair- 
ly considered subject always to the proviso that 
such territories shall be administered in the 
interests of the native inhabitanis and shall 
be given self-guvernment as yoon as fitted to 
carry on alone. 

In addition to the benefits to be derived at 
home from the acceptance of the general prin- 
ciples embodied herein, it will be essential to 
restore to the peaple their infringed right to 
the use of land, to rebuild slum districts and 
to u large extent replace them by garden 
cities, and to take control in the public inter- 
est of all undertnkings which of their very 
nature and constitution form monopolies, in- 
eluding the issue and control af the nation’s 
currency. 

The hatred engendered hetween the belliger- 
ents should give place to reason and a better 
understunding of the very deep cuuses of the 
conflict. The present useless slaughter must 
come to un end soon if the nations of Europe 
are to escape fnmine, vestilence and utter 
ruin. 


A declaration of aimy would rally all right- 
minded people to a common cause, make the 
German people see that their Government and 
not ours stands in the way of peace, and so, in 
the interests of humanity, help to bring about 
the kind of “victory” which cannot be achieved 
by might of arms. 


N.P.C. Conference 


The National Peace Council will 
hold_a special invitation conference at 
St. Hilda’s, Oxford, from January 10 
to 13, to give leading persons in the 
peace and progressive movement an 
opportunity for a fresh consideration 
of the issues involved in the making 
of ‘a desirable peace settlement. 


Some consideration will also be given to 
the current situation and the possibilities of 
a negotiated peace, following up for this pur- 
pose the private conference held in the Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, on November 28. The con- 
ference will give particular attention to the 
menns of unifying and. reinforeing the in- 
fluence of the pence movement. 


It is hoped that those who will open dis- 
cussiong or act as chairmen will include 
Wilfred Wellock, the Rev. Henry Carter, Pro- 
fessor E, H, Carr, Professor Harold Luaski, 
Senor S. de Madariaga, Dr. C. E. M. Joad, 
Dr. H. G. Wood, Mr. P. W. Martin (formerly 
of the International Labour Office), Professor 
Norman Bentwich, Mr. Francig Williams 
(furmerly editor of the Daily Herald), Sir 
Riehard Acland MP, an} Mrs. Duncan’ Harris. 


Although the conference ia to be of a con- 
sultutive, rather than a public, character, the 
Peace Council. would be willing to consider an 
application from anyone who felt particularly 
concerned to: attend.” On the other hand, ac- 
commodation. is limited and sit may not prove 
possible ta add to the number. 


Speeches delivered at the November con- 
ference. (referred to ubove) by the Bishop of 
Chichester, Mr. R. R. Stokes MP. Misa Vera 
Brittain, Lord Ponsonby, Lord Noel-Buxton, 
Sir Richard Acland MP and others are now 
obtainable in an 4d document from the Nation- 
at Peace Council, 39 Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1, 
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WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS: Food Reform; Veg- 
etarian Guest House; alt. 600ft; for happy 
holiday or restful recuperation; central 
heating, h. and c. water in bedrooms. A. and 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich. Matlock. 
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CYCLES: Britain’s best at £6 15s.. carriage 
paid; every necessary accessory; even to cyclo- 
meter. Made by over 40 years' established 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

LEARN to write and speak for veace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, imag- 
inative, intuitive, and intellectual gifts. correa- 
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PEOPLE’S CONVENTION. Public meet- 
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(National Council), A. F. Papworth (T and 
GWU). 
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NEWS. OF C.0.s 


ARNE Central Board for Conscier- 
tious Objectors reports that in 
the past 12 months 51 COs known to 
the Board have been court-marshall- 
ed, 16 of them twice. 


Fifteen of them have appealed to 
the Appellate Tribunal (having, re- 
ceived sentences of three months or 
more), and of these 13 were success- 
ful and have consequently been dis- 
charged from the armed forces. 


Conscientious objectors.on the staff 
of the Denbighshire Education 
Authority will not receive the benefit 
of a 6 per cent: increase in salary. for 
teachers whose remuneration does not 
exceed £260 per annum. 


This decision was reached despite a 
strong plea by Dr. E. K. Jones, -of 
Wrexham, who drew the committee's 
attention to Judge Sir Thomas Arte- 
mus Jones’s criticism (from the chair 
of the North Wales Tribunal) and Mr. 
Ernest Bevin's disapproval of em. 
ployers’ actions in denial of the C.0s 
legally established minority right. 


The salary increase is a cost-of- 
living: bonus. . 

In answer to.an inquiry from Dick Sheppard 
House regarding the receipt of “Peace News” 
by a soldier accepted by a tribonal for non- 
combatant service only, a letter from the War 
Office says that “‘a soldier is left to use his 
own judgment as to the period‘cals he choeses 
to read. There is no regulation which would 
prevent him receiving any particular periedical 
which is on sale to the public, 


